LA  BOETIE'S  DEATH   TO   1570

him of the Collar of St. Michael, and his appoint-
ment as a Gentleman of the Chamber by King
Henri of Navarre. The autograph note for June
28 tells us that his little Thoinette died two
months after her birth on that day of the year
1570. The news of his loss must have taken sev-
eral days to reach Paris. Montaigne may possi-
bly have learnt the event on September 10, the
date affixed to the dedication of La Boetie's
French version of Plutarch's Letter of Consola-
tion, which, in words of tender and cordial affec-
tion, the editor presents to " Madamouelle De-
Montaigne, ma Fenime". He had been commu-
nicating La Boetie's writings, he tells her, to his
friends, and her he reckons among the most inti-
mate of these. By a singular inadvertence of the
writer or error of the press, the infant is referred
to in this dedication as having died not in the sec-
ond month but the second year of her life.*

The general address to the reader tells In a few
words all that is needful about the character of
the volume, and Montaigne's connection with It,

* I venture to suggest the possibility of Montaigne's
having made the entry in the Ephemerides at a consider-
ably later date, when he had forgotten the year of Thoin-
ette's birth and her age when she died. The dedication
speaks of the child as born at the end of four childless
years; and Montaigne was married in September, 1565.
June 1569 would be not far from the end of four years.om his
